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MINUTES OF THE GROBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
HELD ON 4th FEBRUARY 2019 AT THE COUNCIL OFFICES COMMENCING AT 7.00PM 

 
Councillors Present:  Cllr Rigby (Chairman) 

Cllrs Baker, Batty, Beck, Coley, Emmerson, Gunn Hollick, Lincoln, Lindsay, 
Marvin, Richardson and Sleath 

 
Also Present:  The Clerk  

Borough Councillor Cartwright 
County Councillor O’Shea 
1 member of the public 
1 member of Groby Scouts 
1 member of Groby Scouts who is also a representative of Groby Junior FC  
 

The Chairman announced that the meeting was being recorded. 
 

COU/182/18-19     Apologies for Absence  
  

Apologies were received from Cllrs Jones and Smith 
 

COU/183/18-19  Declarations of Interest 
 
Cllr Lincoln declared a non-pecuniary interest in any item relating to Groby allotments 
Cllr Emmerson declared a non- pecuniary interest in any item relating to Groby allotments and a 
pecuniary interest in the allotment wall, as her property is adjacent to the wall 
Cllr Coley declared a non-pecuniary interest in items relating to Groby Street Fair 
Cllr Richardson declared a non-pecuniary interest in any item relating to Groby allotments 
Cllr Hollick declared an interest in any item relating to Groby Village Hall 
Cllr Rigby declared an interest in items relating to Groby Street Fair. 
Cllr Gunn declared a non-pecuniary interest in items relating to Brookvale Learning Campus. as his child 
is a pupil 

All members declared a pecuniary interest as rate payers within the Groby.  The Clerk issued a 

dispensation in relation to the interest to allow Members to participate fully. 
.   

COU/184/18-19  Minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2019 
 
It was agreed to make the following amendments to the minutes  
A typing error ‘Cllr’ was removed from page 46 
Item 6 on page 47 was changed to read ‘former Parish Council Chairman’ 
Min ref: COU/170/18-19 was changed to read ‘Internal Auditor for 2019/20’ 
Min ref: COU/171/18-19 was changed to read ‘budget at this time’  
 
 The minutes were altered accordingly 
 
It was resolved by majority decision that the minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2019 with the 
agreed amendments be signed by the Chair as a true record. There were 2 abstentions 
 
Closed Session Minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2019 
 
It was resolved by majority decision that the closed session minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 
2019 be signed by the Chair as a true record. There were 2 abstentions 
 
Minutes of the EGM held on 28th January 2019 
 
It was resolved by majority decision that the minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 2019 be signed 
by the Chair as a true record. There were 2 abstentions 
 
Closed Session Minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 2019 
 
It was resolved by majority decision that the closed session minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 
2019 be signed by the Chair as a true record. There were 2 abstentions 
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COU/185/18-19 Matters Arising 
 

COU/162/18-19 – Clerks Report- item 10 - Cllr Batty asked the Clerk if the Council had had a response to 
the letter to HBBC regarding removal of fly tipping.  The Clerk confirmed that there had been no reply to 
her letter at this time. 
  

COU/186/18-19    Clerks Report 
 

1. Insurance Claim 
 
Correspondence in reply to the Clerk’s letter regarding an on-going insurance claim was included 
in Members’ packs.   
 
It was proposed, seconded and resolved that the Clerk should write back to the insurance company 
to ask for qualified legal advice using the councils legal cover regarding building regulations in 
relation to the footings to the extension. 

 
2. Response from Brookvale Learning Campus 

 
The Clerk reported that following her letter, Brookvale Learning Campus had contacted her 
regarding parking at the cemetery and that the school had agreed to include this in future 
newsletters and to talk to young people in assemblies  

 
3. Usage of the Council’s notice boards 

 
The Clerk reported that she had had requests from various groups/organisations and individuals 
regarding putting notices on the PC notice boards and asked for clarity regarding the Council's 
policy. It was agreed that permission should be left to the discretion of the Clerk. 

 
4. Second Opinion on a tree 

 
The Clerk reported that she had received a second opinion on a tree, as requested by a resident 
from the Tree Officer at Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council (copy enclosed in Members 
packs) It was agreed that the work recommended in the report should be undertaken   
 

5. Dovecote 
 
A photograph of the dovecote built by the grounds staff was included in Members’ packs. 
 
It was agreed to give the Parks & Cemetery Committee authority on the siting the dovecote.  The 
Clerk was asked to pass on the Council’s thanks to the staff  
 

6. DSE Assessment 
 

The Clerk advised that she had received her Work Station Assessment report.   
Due to the sensitivity of this item, it was agreed that it should be dealt with in closed session 
 

7. Clerk’s Computer and Back-up system 
 
The Clerk explained that she had been experiencing problems with her PC and that it had not been 
saving documents and not updating and that she had contacted an IT specialist who had re-
installed the computer programmes.  She reported that it was now working well. 
 
It was agreed that the IT specialist should make the suggested changes to the back-up system 
and install the anti-virus as recommended at £75 for 2 years 

 
8. S106 monies 

 
The Clerk reported that she had claimed the associated maintenance for the new equipment and 
improvements at Marina Park, which is £4,554.33 
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9. Bench 
 
The Clerk informed Members that Cllr Hollick had contacted her on Friday afternoon to report that 
anti-social behaviour in relation to a bench on Forest Rise.  Cllr Hollick then gave a report to 
Members on the anti-social behaviour.  Removing the bench was discussed, but it was agreed not 
to remove the bench for a month, monitor the situation and encourage residents to report any 
incidents of anti-social behaviour to the police. 
 

10. Skip 
 

The Clerk reported that the grounds staff had requested a skip for use to clear rubbish at Bluebell 
Drive.  The request was agreed 
 

COU/187/18-19 Public Participation  
 
 In accordance with Standing Order 36.3 the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7.40pm for 20 minutes to 

allow for public participation. 
 
 A member of Groby Scouts explained that the Scouts need a new lease to secure funding and asked what 

the Scouts Group can do to assist the Council regarding the lease.  He explained that the scout hut needed 
to be used for more activities to attract funding as the current lease did not meet the requirements 

 
 The condition of the scout hut was discussed, and Cllr Rigby asked the Scout Group if they could provide 

the Council with a copy of a detailed structural survey.  It was agreed that it would be discussed fully during 
the agenda item. 

 
COU/188/18-19   Police Report 

 
The report was included in members’ packs.  The school no parking signs were discussed, and it was 
agreed that the Clerk should contact the County Council to request signs outside Brookvale Learning 
Campus 

  
COU/189/18-19   Borough Councillors’ report 

 
The report was included in members’ packs.  
 
Cllr Cartwright welcomed Cllr Richardson to the Parish Council. 
 
Regarding the fly tipping item raised in Matters Arising Cllr Cartwright suggested that the Clerk copies 
either himself or Cllr Hollick in matters appertaining to the Borough Council in future. 
 
He reported that the Launden Way Co-op were offering 20 volunteers to undertake community works in 
the village 4 times a year and asked members for suggested projects 
 
He updated Members on the meeting with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council that had taken place 
on 18th January 2019.  He reported that the Steering Group would hopefully receive an answer back from 
the Borough Council by 29th March 2019.  The Clerk confirmed that the minutes from the meeting and 
the presentation packs had been issued to all Members not present at the meeting on 18th January.   
 
He advised that 400 bins had not been collected on New Year’s Eve, as unfortunately they had been 
forgotten.  He added that he had re-arranged the collection and had informed the properties of the 
revised collection date 
 
Cllr O’Shea joined the meeting at 19.57pm 
 
Standing Orders were suspended for a further 5 minutes at 8pm 
 

COU/190/18-19   County Councillor’s report 
 
The report was included in members’ packs.  The new footpath and the proposed crossing on Sacheverell 
Way were discussed 
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Cllr. Coley updated Members on planning application18/01038/REM - Former highways land and 

informed Members that it is on the Planning & Development agenda on the following Wednesday 
  
Standing Orders were resumed at 8.05pm 
 

COU/191/18-1 9 Payment of accounts  
 

Payment Schedule    
Amounts paid since last 
meeting/submitted for approval:    

Payee Details 
Net 

Amount £ 
Vat               

£ Gross            £ 

Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough 
Council Cemetery Rates  128.00   128.00 
Hinckley & 
Bosworth Borough 
Council 

Office & Premises 
Rates 226.00   226.00 

Investec 
Telephone 
System  79.00 15.80 94.80 

Various Jan 2019 Salaries 6,161.04 0.00 6,161.04 

HMRC 
Tax & NI - Jan 
2019 1,581.49 0.00 1,581.49 

LCC 
LGPS - pension Jan 
2019 2,053.89 0.00 2,053.89 

GPC 
Employees Mileage-Jan 2019 275.14 0.00 275.14 

GPC Employee Re-imbursement 12.05 0.00 12.05 

Nuneaton 
Signs 

Signage-Parks 
102.30 20.46 122.76 

Henton & 
Chattell 

Replacement 
Parts 11.33 2.27 13.60 

EON Lighting 25.13 1.26 26.39 

M & BG Ltd 
Various Hedge 
Works  3,182.50 636.50 3,819.00 

M & BG Ltd 
Grass 
Maintenance 1,666.66 333.33 1,999.99 

TML Ltd 
Telephone 
System 67.45 13.50 80.95 

Coles 
Nurseries Various 126.00 23.60 149.60 

Konica 
Minolta 

Quarterly rental 
14.01.19-
13.04.19 rental 153.57 30.71 184.28 

George 
Walker Ltd Knee Rails 113.95 22.79 136.74 

Toolstation 
Parks 
consumables 42.58 8.52 51.10 

Tudor 
Environmental 

Parks 
consumables 34.11 6.82 40.93 
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Groby Scouts 

Standard Charge 
for MUGA 
Lighting 1.00 0.00 1.00 

Espo 
Office 
Consumables 11.98 2.40 14.38 

Nick 
Hutchings 
Architect Ltd Klondyke project 2,250.00 450.00 2,700.00 

M.Asher Notice Boards 210.00 0.00 210.00 

Leicestershire 
County Council 

Licence for notice 
board Wallace 
Drive 75.00 0.00 75.00 

Konica 
Minolta 

Photocopies 
14.10.18-
13.01.19 63.48 12.70 76.18 

Freedom 
Yearly Maintenance, 
replace faulty key pad 171.00 34.20 205.20 

SLCC Joining Fee 12.00   12.00 

Groby Street 
Fair Donation 2,000.00   2,000.00 

Nuneaton 
Signs 

Signage-
Cemetery 41.20 8.24 49.44 

Fosse 
Computers 

New hard drive-
office computers 155.00 0.00 155.00 

Pubpay Payroll 24.15 4.83 28.98 

Espo 
Office 
Consumables 44.60 8.92 53.52 

Opus Energy 
Cemetery 
electricity  127.09 6.35 133.44 

M & BG Ltd 
Grass 
Maintenance 1,666.66 333.33 1,999.99 

  22,895.35 1,976.53 24,871.88 

From Dec 18 listing     

SLCC Membership Renewal 422.00 0.00 422.00 

Festive Lights Lawnwood lights & installation 1,879.00 375.80 2,254.80 

 
Unless otherwise indicated, these payments once authorised are paid by BACS on the bottom of the 
payment schedule 
 

Receipt Schedule  
Amounts received since last meeting:   

Name Details Amount        £ 
Receipt 

No: 

Groby Scouts Annual rent 50.00 18/19/11 

Local Resident Cemetery Fees 253.00 c/18/19/41 

Co-op  Cemetery Fees 155.00 c/18/19/42 

Paul Pender & Son Cemetery Fees 88.00 c/18/19/43 
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Groby Juniors 

Rental of Quarry Park 

50.00 18/19/12 

        

 Total 596.00  
 
  

   

 
It was unanimously resolved to make the above payments that were presented to the meeting and 
recommended by the Finance & General Purposes Committee.  
 
Cllr Gunn raised that the s106 monies detailed in the Clerks report were not listed on the income received  
 
The Income listed was noted 
 

COU/192/18-19  Financial Reports 
 
The budget report and bank reconciliation statement that were included in members’ packs were discussed 
as follows: 
 
Cllr Coley reported that the Internal Auditor had attended the Finance & General Purposes Committee 
meeting earlier on the same day and that the auditor had raised that as the Council is receiving an income 
over £200,000 it is subject to the Local Government Transparency Code.   It was agreed that this should 
be discussed at the next meeting 
 
It was raised that the Finance & General Purposes Committee had agreed to recommend that the 
expenditure code 4700 should be changed to – Parish Poll Mandate, which Members felt was a more 
accurate description of the budget. 
 
It was agreed that all headings should be reviewed at the next Finance General & Purposes Committee 
meeting 
 
Cllr Coley informed Members that the bank reconciliation versus the bank statement had been verified by 
himself and Cllr Emmerson and signed accordingly. 
 
The Chairman re-ordered the agenda, so that agenda item 19 be discussed as the next item 
 

COU/193/18-19     The Scouts Lease 
 
The Chairman read out the questions agreed by the Council to be given to the solicitor regarding the lease.  
The answers received from the solicitor were included in Members packs. 
 
The answer to question 1 was discussed and it was suggested that the solicitor’s advice was vague and 
does not specifically refer to the building 
 
The answer to question 2 was also discussed. 
 
The answer to question to question 3 was also discussed. 
 
The Chairman stated that he would like a new lease agreed by 1st April by both parties, as the current 
lease was agreed in 1998 
 
Standing Orders were suspended at 20.27pm to allow members of the Scout Group to comment 
 
Members of the Scout Group suggested that a Scouts Liaison working party meeting should be held w/c 
25th February and agreed to circulate the structural survey to all members of the Council prior to the working 
party meeting 
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Cllr Sleath informed Members that at the Parish Council meeting in December he had circulated documents 
in relation to statements made at the meetings held in November and December regarding the Scout’s lease.  
He explained that he did not take part in writing the questions to the solicitor because he had declared a 
personal interest and had not taken part in the debate.  He informed the meeting that he has since clarified 
the rules and informed Members that he did not need to declare a personal interest due to his son being a 
scout and requested that the information is circulated to Members for their consideration 

 
It was agreed that the documents should be issued to all members along with the structural survey 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 8.37pm 
 
Cllr Sleath left the meeting at 8.38pm 

 
The Chairman re-ordered the agenda and agenda item 21 was discussed as the next item 
 

COU/194/18-19 Klondyke Parish Poll Update 
 
  

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders at 8.39pm until 9pm to allow Cllr Cartwright and a 
representative of Groby Junior FC (GJFC) to contribute to the next agenda item. 
 
Phase 1 
 

• The Community Hub presentation was issued to all members 
 
Cllr Sleath re-entered the meeting at 8.41pm 
 

• Cllr Gunn gave a report of the meeting held on 18th January.  He informed Members that he agreed 
with the assessment of those present that the meeting was positive, and he felt that HBBC were 
taking the proposal seriously 

• Members were informed that phase 1 of the project had come in £800 under budget 
 

The representative from GJFC also gave his assessment of the meeting.  The Chairman thanked GJFC 
for their presentation at the meeting. 
 
The Chairman called for a comfort break at 9pm 
 
The meeting and standing orders were resumed at 9.09pm 
 
Phase 2 
 
Forming a Community Hub Committee and a budget for phase 2 were discussed at length 
 
Standing orders were suspended at 9.21pm for approx. 5 minutes to allow Cllr Cartwright to contribute to 
the discussion. 
 
The budget and committee were discussed further 
 
The Chairman suspended Standing Orders until 9.30pm to allow for further discussion 
 
Standing Orders were resumed at 9.30pm. 
 
It was proposed, seconded and resolved by majority decision that £1,850 plus disbursements should be 
allocated for planning and architectural consultants.  It was agreed that the budget should be allocated 
from budget heading 322 (EMR) and that the budget could be reviewed when the committee is formed. 
 
It was unanimously resolved that existing Parish Council Members of the Steering Group along with Cllrs 
Baker and Hollick (with Cllr Gunn as a substitute member) should form the Community Hub Committee 
and that Cllr Cartwright should be included as a member 
 
Phase 3 was deferred, as it was for information only. 
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The Chairman re-ordered the agenda so that item 20 is discussed as the next item. 
 

COU/195/18-19  Grounds Maintenance for the 2019 Season 
 
  

To ensure that the Council is working in accordance with it’s Standing Orders, it was agreed that an EGM 
with 7 days’ notice is required, so that the Council can discuss the possible extension of the current grounds 
contract. 
It was proposed, seconded and unanimously resolved that the Clerk should send out the tender document 
to possible contractors 
 
It was agreed that an EGM should be arranged and that agenda items 12 to 17 should be deferred to that 
meeting. 
 
The Chairman re- ordered the agenda so that agenda item 18 was discussed as the next item   
    

COU/196/18-19  PCIF Grant 
  

Orchard Close Allotment Wall and car park 
 
It was confirmed that the Council had already agreed the quote and to apply for a PCIF grant for the allotment 
wall.  It was proposed, seconded and resolved by majority decision to accept the quote and apply for PCIF 
grant for the project There were 3 abstentions.   
 
Concern was raised regarding whether the Parish Council Is responsible for the remedial work to the 
allotment car park.  Cllr Emmerson confirmed that Groby Allotment Society Is only responsible or 
maintenance of works representing 15% of the allotment fees. 
 
At 10pm the Chairman proposed (in accordance with Standing Order 44) the suspension of Standing 
Orders to allow the meeting to continue for 15 minutes. 
 
Quotes for the remedial work for the car park were discussed, and the quote recommended by the Parks & 
Cemetery Committee considered.  It was proposed, seconded and resolved by majority decision to accept 
quote number one at a cost of £4,143 for works to the car park, as recommended by the Parks & Cemetery 
Committee and to apply for PCIF grant for the project        
 
Repair to Beacon Field Path   
 
The quotes for Beacons Field path were discussed and it was proposed, seconded and unanimously 
resolved to accept the quote number one at a cost of £5716.00, as recommended by the Parks and 
Cemetery Committee and to apply for PCIF grant for the project   
 
Groby Allotments Society’s application for a PCIF grant        
 
It was explained that the Groby Allotment Society were having problems securing planning permission for 
their proposed container and it was agreed that the Parish Council, as landowner could take over the project, 
if deemed necessary by the Allotment Society.  It was proposed, seconded and agreed by majority decision 
to support Groby Allotment Society’s grant application and for the Clerk to fill out the land owner section of 
the form   
 

COU/197/18-19     Date of next meeting 
 

It was agreed that the next scheduled meeting would be held on Monday 4th March 2019  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
The meeting closed at 10.15pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed ……………………………………….                Date ……………………........... 
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                         Chairman   


